
Spring 2008

Read the extended, interactive version at www.menc.org/trimnews

On January 5, 2008, the nation’s finest high school senior marching 
musicians from across the country performed at halftime of the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl in San Antonio, Texas, for tens of thousands of audience
members. Twelve of the 93 All-American students are members of the Tri-M
Music Honor Society, including drum major Michael Blakley of Frankfort,

IL; piccolo 
players Amanda
Steiger of Wake
Forest, NC, 
and Molly
Underwood of
Lincolnton, NC;
alto saxophonist
Colin Seymour 
of Columbia, SC;
trumpeters Ben
Pouncey of Elgin,
SC, and Alison
Sancken of
Saumenin, IL;
mellophone play-
er Aaron Theall
of Abbeville, LA;

baritone player Nick Garcia of Brookfield, WI; snare drum player Derrick
Shannon II of Blue Island, IL; bass drum player Scott Kelly of Bethel, CT;
cymbalist Mackenzie LaMont of Washington, IN; and clarinetist Daniel 
Veres of Tucson, AZ. 

Thanks to the generous sponsors, these students received an all-expenses-paid
trip and were each honored last fall in a formal, individualized presentation
to announce their acceptance during a hometown media event. The Bowl
itself was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for these Tri-M members and their
fellow All-American Band members. Molly Underwood, a Tri-M member at
North Lincoln High School in North Carolina, remarked, “This was the best
band experience I have ever had.” 

Visit www.menc.org/allamerican to learn more about these amazing 
Tri-M members! If you’ll be a senior in January 2009, apply for the next 
All-American Marching Band by April 15th by visiting the above Web site.

Twelve Tri-M Students Recognized as
All-Americans

Tri-M members from across the nation perform in the first-ever U.S. Army 
All-American Marching Band.
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Miss Philadelphia Receives
Alumni Achievement
Award from Villa Maria
Chapter 1227
Villa Maria Academy, Malvern, PA
By Jacqueline Coffey, Publicity Chair

On November 14, 2007, the Music Department of
Villa Maria Academy held its Tri-M Induction
Ceremony. The newly inducted music students and
returning members of Chapter 1227 were fortu-
nate to hear the keynote speaker and musical 
performer of the night, former Miss Philadelphia
Mary Kaye Jacono, a 2000 graduate of Villa Maria. 

While a student at Villa Maria, Mary Kaye was Vice
President of the Tri-M Chapter and a member of
the orchestra, chorus, and Madrigal Singers. In
2006, she received the title of Miss Philadelphia,
along with a $10,000 scholarship toward her law
school education. Her devotion to child advocacy
and helping the less fortunate earned her an 
official proclamation from the Philadelphia City
Council in recognition of her service. She was also
a runner-up to Miss Pennsylvania.  

Throughout her speech, Ms. Jacono emphasized her
appreciation for the leadership skills and determi-
nation that she gained through her Tri-M position.
She admits that without the guidance she received
from her music instructors at Villa Maria, she
would have never discovered her musical talents.
Ms. Jacono inspired the music students and leaders
of Villa Maria to use the talents they’ve been given
to improve the community. She plans on continu-
ing her community service and hopes that the
guidance of the Villa Maria Academy Music
Department will inspire others to become leaders
in their community. In recognition of her commu-
nity leadership, Chapter 1227 presented Ms.
Jacono with the Alumni Achievement Award.  

Miss Philadelphia, Mary Kaye Jacono (center), poses with Villa Maria
Tri-M President Alison Joyce (left) and Vice President Emily Harkness
(right).
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Fremd Tri-M Discovers the
Heart of Music
Chapter 1239
William Fremd High School, Palatine, IL
By Xioahan Ma, Vice President

The world is built on the contributions made by the 
generations before us. Fremd’s music students chose to
thank them through the beauty of music. I founded
Heart of Music in 2006, a nonprofit group of musicians
that tours the neighborhood nursing homes. As a Tri-M
officer, I integrated Heart of Music into Fremd’s Tri-M
chapter, which broadened the member base significantly.
The enthusiasm my fellow music students show for
Heart of Music is truly uplifting to see in high school
students today. Heart of Music has turned into an agency
for various music ensembles, from a cappella groups to
woodwind ensembles, to share their talents with those
who appreciate them the most. It’s that simple tap of the
foot or the beautiful smile on an elderly person’s face that
makes it truly the heart of music. 

Guilderland Supports Local Health Clinic
Chapter 3678
Guilderland High School, Guilderland, NY
By Katie Matthews and Karl Barber, Co-Presidents

East High Focuses on Musical
Community Service
Chapter 5490
East High School, Wichita, KS
By Ragini Venkatasubban, Treasurer

This year, members of the Wichita East High School 
Tri-M chapter are using our musical talents to serve the
community. Many of our members regularly visit local
middle schools to give free private lessons to underprivi-
leged students. Currently, the group is planning a spring
benefit concert. The show will raise money for the
Kansas Humane Society and will feature performing
groups from our orchestra, band, choir, and jazz band.
We’re working on getting local businesses to donate 
baskets that will be auctioned off during the event.

We’re very excited about our work, and are very thankful
to Tri-M for giving us a forum to help empower others
through the gift of music.

This past October, Tri-M teamed up with National
Honor Society (NHS) and Students for Improving
Health Care (SIHC) to organize a recital to benefit
Compassion in Action, a free health clinic in nearby
Albany. The recital included entertainment by senior
Tri-M members, plus a flower sale, silent auction, 
and raffle. 

Our chapter’s main task was to coordinate the recital.
After chasing seniors down to sign up, publicizing 
the event in local and school media, typing the
recital program, emceeing the event, and organizing
performers backstage (including ourselves), it was a
joy to count the money. We raised $500 toward the
overall high school donation of $1,500.

While it may not seem like much money, $500 worth
of healthcare could provide medications to a sick
child for a year, and could be used for an emergency
surgery or for five x-rays to diagnose broken bones.
The publicity the clinic received from the event was
substantial and has generated local attention and

community donations. People who would ordinarily
only be able to find healthcare in an emergency 
room will have the opportunity to be treated by Dr.
Paeglow, the clinic’s doctor, due in part to the efforts
of Guilderland’s Tri-M, NHS, and SIHC organizations.
We’re happy to say Tri-M has made a difference.

Tri-M members, officers, and advisors display a check for health care funds
with school principal Mike Paolino.
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Our Tri-M chapter will present five $50 gift certificates
to our counseling supervisor for needy families in our
school district.
Valerie Bell, Advisor, Chapter 5195
Park Hill South High School, Riverside, MO

The Lincoln East Tri-M
Chapter went Christmas
caroling on Saturday,
December 8. The chapter
not only provides support
for music events at Lincoln
East, but also serves in 
various community events
throughout the year.
Lance Nielsen, Tri-M Advisor and President of the
Nebraska Music Educators Association, Chapter 3796 
Lincoln East High School, Lincoln, NE

Fifty members of our chapter
traveled to the Mid Island 
YJCC to bring holiday cheer to
100 seniors. Music served to
bridge the gap between the
older and younger generations.
Glenn Rubin, Advisor 
Chapter 2457
Plainview-Old Bethpage J.F.K.
High School, Plainview, NY

Our chapter presented a program of holiday vocal and
instrumental music at the nursing home, and we adopted
a student to make sure she would have a happy holiday.
Beverly Burke, Advisor
Chapter 2767, Rockingham County High School
Reidsville, NC

The Tri-M students brought
smiles to the faces of the Golden
Living Center residents this sea-
son. The residents responded by
tapping their toes, smiling, and
even singing along! 
RaNae Dalgleish, Advisor
Chapter 4797
Hillcrest High School, Midvale, UT

While walking the halls of the 
Villa Maria Nursing Center 
singing Christmas carols, we saw 
the happiness our simple gesture
brought. It was a warm visit, 
filled with laughter, smiles, 
and appreciation.
Susanne Morales, Treasurer, and
Yanel De Los Santos, Tri-M Member
Chapter 3434
St. Brendan High, Miami, FL

Tri-M chapters across the U.S. also shared the joy of the
holiday season with others. 

Members of the Lincoln East Tri-M
Chapter go caroling at the Legacy
Retirement Center in Lincoln,
Nebraska.
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Plainview-Old Bethpage Tri-M
members from nine music
ensembles (including the a
capella group pictured above)
perform for the elderly.
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Chapter 4797 brings holiday
cheer to the elderly of the
Golden Living Center.

St. Brendan’s Sabre
Singers caroled at the
Villa Maria Nursing
Center this Christmas.
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International Focus: Ontario Chapter Spreads Holiday Cheer
Chapter 2351
Unionville High School, Unionville, Ontario, Canada
By Michelle Kam, Tri-M Member, and Faith Lau, President

One way the Unionville High School Tri-M Chapter fulfills our goal of
promoting music in our community is by providing musical entertain-
ment at local senior homes on Friday afternoons. In December, many
of our Tri-M members participated in a holiday performance at Sunrise
Senior Home. We performed Christmas classics led by solo singers,
group carolers, and our very own wind septet. We also led Christmas
caroling for the seniors, enabling them to join in the celebration. 

This was the first Tri-M community event for many of our new members, who had a highly positive response.
New member Lucy Tong said, “Since we shared this special holiday with the seniors in our community, an
invaluable bond was created through the magic of music.” Tze Yeung Ho remarked, “I think this event was
helpful toward the performers’ independence and musicianship.” Wendy Wen chimed in, “I played Christmas
carols on my flute with the ensemble. The place was really nice and so were the people there. It felt really
good to be entertaining the seniors and listening to them sing along with us.”

The Unionville H.S. Tri-M Wind Septet performs a
holiday concert for seniors.  Pictured from left to
right are Frances Hwa, Ted Toulis, Kohei Kamikawa,
Tze-Yeung Ho, Gary Liang, Wendy Wen, Rachel Cao,
and Connie Lei.
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Tri-M Supports Our Troops
This year, we
began a school-
wide drive for
“Tunes 4 the
Troops,” an
organization that
sends new and
used CDs,
DVDs, and
books on CD 
to armed forces
around the
world. The drive
has nothing to 
do with political
beliefs; it is about

providing the men and women who represent our nation with music, a form of
happiness with which all Tri-M members can certainly identify. 
Maria Sulimirski, President, Chapter 5033
Out-of-Door Academy, Sarasota, FL

Our chapter helped local organizations collect items for Operation Uplink, a
unique program that keeps military personnel and hospitalized veterans in touch
with their families by providing them with free phone cards. The campaign 
culminated in St. Michaels on “Fantastic Friday,” September 21, 2007. Tri-M
members provided some appropriate musical selections as part of the celebration.  
Liz Wildasin, Advisor, Chapter 4337
St. Michaels High School, St. Michaels, MD

Our December activity was to sponsor a Christmas card drive for recovering 
soldiers in the Walter Reed Army Medical Center. We held the drive school-
wide and collected over 722 cards. Our principal volunteered the postage. 
It was awesome!
Carla Murray, Advisor, Chapter 4282
Northwestern Middle School, Zachary, LA

Out-of-Door Academy Tri-M Historian Mario Aiello (left), President Maria
Sulimirski (center), and Vice President Lauren Ettinger (right) sort through and
box media to mail for “Tunes 4 the Troops.”
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St. Michaels Tri-M Secretary Liz Lewis, Historian Courtney Baines, Vice President
Annie Barrett, Willoughby Buxton, Jordan Stevens, Liz Chroniger, Advisor Liz
Wildasin, and non-Tri-M band friends contribute their time and talent to the
Operation Uplink campaign.

Northwestern Middle Tri-M Member Daryl Jones (right) helps President Mason
Pace (center) and Vice President Michael Lethermon (left) pack the box of cards
to send to Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

Hackensack
Raises Money
for Charities
Chapter 3839
Hackensack High School
Hackensack, NJ
By Alyssa Lyles, Historian

Hackensack High School’s 
Tri-M chapter has been busy
this fall. So far we have had 
a successful bake sale to raise
money for the St. Jude’s
Children's Research Hospital,
a haircutting fund raiser to
collect money for the Susan
G. Kommen Breast Cancer
Awareness Society, and an
electronic postcard mailing to
the troops in Iraq (sponsored
by Xerox). In addition to this,
the members will participate
in the March of Dimes
“March For Babies” event.
This event was originally
called the March of Dimes
“Walk-A-Thon” and our 
chapter has been involved
with it for the past four years.
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J.E.B. Stuart Concert
Benefits Leukemia Patients
Chapter 4726
J.E.B. Stuart High School, Falls Church, VA
By Margaret Marbella Woods, Advisor

The Stuart High School Tri-M chapter hosted a
successful benefit concert just before winter
break. All proceeds from the concert went to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in honor of two
individuals: Lori O’Neill (mother of a 2007 Stuart
graduate and former choir booster president,
diagnosed with leukemia) and Nancy Svensden
(former ESOL teacher of Stuart High School who
passed away from leukemia). The concert raised
close to $800 for this worthy cause! Acts ranged
widely from marimba solos to choral trios to rock
band numbers.

Olathe Provides Toys for Tots
Chapter 4699
Olathe Northwest High School, Olathe, KS
By Judy Colson, Advisor 

The Olathe Northwest High School Tri-M members
sponsored a toy drive for the Marine’s Toys for Tots 
program. Members delivered more than 300 toys at 
halftime of the U.S. Marines vs. Kansas City Celebrities
Football game on November 17, 2007. The Tri-M 
students partnered with Meadow Lane Elementary
School’s PTO for the project.

Foshay Participates in
International Peace Day
Chapter 4698
Foshay High School, Los Angeles, CA
By Vince Womack, Advisor

The Foshay Tri-M Chapter participated in the United
Nations International Peace Day, hosted by Dr. Jane
Goodall, on September 23, 2007. 

Emphasizing concern for the environment, human com-
munity, and animals, this celebration was a festival for
thousands and
included a rousing
performance by
the Foshay band
and a truly inspir-
ing speech by Dr.
Goodall. 

Thousands of 
dollars were raised
to support the
Roots and Shoots
programs for Congolese youth living in the Lugufu
Refugee camp in western Tanzania. On Friday, January
18th, our chapter looks forward to hosting our second
annual Martin Luther King Day Parade and Celebration.
We can and will change the world!

Olathe Tri-M holds a drive for the Marine’s Toys for Tots program.

Woodstown Supports Local
Children’s Theatre, Charities
Chapter 4988
Woodstown Middle School, Woodstown, NJ
By Kristen Jingeleski, Historian, and Paula Gorman, Advisor

Woodstown Middle School Tri-M has been very busy
this year with charity activities!  We held a talent show,
sold drinks, and divided the money between the
Delaware Children’s Theatre, which had a robbery, 
and the VH1 Save the Music Foundation.

More recently, we adopted two families from Salem
County through the local Red Cross. We got presents so

they could have
something to
open on
Christmas, and
got together for a
wrapping party.
We also collected
donations for the
Salem County
Humane Society
at our winter con-
cert and present-
ed the donations
to the organiza-
tion at our show. 

Kristen Jingeleski, Historian, and Lydia Kranz,
President, get ready to present the Salem County
Humane Society with donations collected at the
winter concert in December 2007.
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Planning More Big Goals for 2008: Foshay High
School Tri-M Chapter 4698, Los Angeles, CA.
Advisors: Vince Womack and Jason Arvanites.
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A Musical Night Out
Our chapter went to a very special performance of
Rumble Young Man Rumble at the Chesapeake Arts
Center. This play by Bruce Thomas was based on the 
life of Mohammed Ali. We were especially delighted to
learn that the main character has a daughter who attends
our school.
Ramocille Johnson, Advisor, Chapter 4749
North County High School, Glen Burnie, MD

Our Tri-M 
students saw
LaGuardia High
School’s student
brass group The
Lucky Chops in
New York City, a
chamber music
recital at the
Mannes College 
of Music in
Manhattan, a peer

performance of virtuosic solos in the Young Prodigy
Series, and the Collegiate Chorale’s performance of
Mendelssohn’s Elijah at Carnegie Hall.
Joseph Rutkowski, Advisor, Chapter 2605
John L. Miller-Great Neck North High School 
Great Neck, NY

Midview Hosts Middie Mania
Chapter 2522
Midview High School, Grafton, OH
By Jessica Boyd, President

Midview High School Tri-M organizes an annual
talent show called Middie Mania for students and
the community. Middie Mania is a local version of
American Idol, and every week, groups are voted
off by the audience. At the last of three shows, the
final five acts perform. These acts are then ranked
from one to five, and all five acts receive a cash
prize. We have three judges: two regular judges
and a guest judge. The students involved in Tri-M
collect money, count votes, and serve as the stage
crew, vote runners, and ushers. The students in our
troupe collect donations from local organizations
to help pay for the prizes and judges. We also col-
lect door prizes and a raffle. With the extra money,
our Tri-M chapter organizes a trip—this year we
plan to attend a Broadway show. This has been 
the second year of Middie Mania, and we hope to
continue this activity for many years to come!

Chapter 2605 members Steven Cohen, Karen
Kupferberg, Karen Lin, Jordana Schacht-Levine,
Zachary Goldman, Joshua Kirshner, and Tais
Szilagi pose after the Young Prodigy Series of 
the Great Neck Parks Association presented by
music teacher Daniel Tomaselli.
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Try Tri-M: New and
Reactivated Chapters
MENC extends a warm welcome to our new and 
reactivated Tri-M chapters! 

We just began in January and already have a total of 15
hardworking, dedicated members. We recently raised
over $350 for the Invisible Children of Uganda and 
our chapter. We’re also planning to perform at a local 
retirement home for Valentine’s Day and have a car 
wash fundraiser.
Caroline Phillips, President, Chapter 5509
Naples High School, Naples, FL

During 2007, we made a profit by hosting a bake sale in
November. In December, we brought cheer to the resi-
dents of the local retirement community. To start off the
new year, we’re planning on having another bake sale, a
clothing drive, and new community service projects. 
Susan Lang, Secretary, Chapter 5458
Eastwood High School, Pemberville, OH

Lovejoy High School Tri-M has been reactivated with an
induction ceremony in October 2007. Two of our newly
inducted choir members, Nika Wheat and Sharlee
Taylor, have been selected to participate in the county-
wide production of The Wiz. Our past and upcoming
events include a holiday performance for the Mt. Carmel
Personal Care Home residents, a bowling social with the
Lovejoy Middle School Tri-M chapter, Pie in the Face
Fundraiser with faculty volunteers, and Spivey Hall
Student Concerts.
Alexis Tyree, Historian, Chapter 1267
Lovejoy High School, Lovejoy, GA

Naples High School Tri-M: planting a seed in Naples, FL.
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Lovejoy Tri-M inducts 33 talented new members.
Pictured from the left are: Zekariyeh Yisrael (Music
Coordinator), Alexis Tyree (Historian), Bria Ball
(Secretary), Allan Small (Parliamentarian), Hudson
Greer (Treasurer), and Stanley Wyre (Vice President).
Not pictured: Mia Brown (President).
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Tri-M Advocacy
Our Tri-M members have a booth in our school theater
lobby. At concerts, we distribute brochures about Tri-M
and give out concert programs from the booth.
Joanne Harwell, Advisor, Chapter 4174
Tallulah Falls
School, Tallulah
Falls, GA

Our chapter takes
a tour of local
elementary
schools to recruit
students. We do a
skit that promotes
the band, orches-
tra, and choir pro-
grams. We’ve also
created a quarterly
band newsletter that lists our activities and events. 
Rachel Johnson, Brittany Choppin, Chantel Carter 
(Tri-M Officers), and Paul Hermann (Advisor) 
Chapter 5339, Roy Junior High School, Roy, UT

The officers created their own newsletter, Eighth Notes:
Notes from the Tri-M Music Honor Society. It’s filled with
information about the Paramus ensembles, current
events, and student musicians, and is greatly appreciated
by the district’s music teachers and students.
Nicole Cascione, President, Chapter 4206
Paramus High School, Paramus, NJ

Tri-M Celebrates Music In Our
Schools Month
We will broadcast public service announcements over the
homeroom television network, display music facts in the
halls, and educate the school on music history. 
Jenna DiSalvio, Advisor, Chapter 2918
Monroe Township High School, Monroe Township, NJ

Maximilian and
Benedikt Martens,
twin co-presi-
dents, are develop-
ing ideas for
MIOSM, includ-
ing hanging
“Music Touches
Lives” posters and
1,000 music notes

around the school and writing music trivia to be read on
the daily announcements.
Jann Huggens, Advisor, Chapter 2251
Owen J. Roberts Middle School, Pottstown, PA

Thanks to the generosity of the Stamford Center
for the Arts (SCA), Stamford High’s Tri-M chapter
can say that they’ve not only witnessed the
amazing musicianship of Wynton Marsalis, but
they’ve also met him in person! The SCA gra-
ciously gave the students tickets to “Jazz at
Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis.” 

The performance was jam-packed with jazzy
tunes and impressive solos. Wynton Marsalis’
renowned trumpeting skills and stage presence
captivated the audience as he paced around 
the stage, jiving with his fellow musicians and
drawing the audience deeper into the music.

After the show, Tri-M members had the privilege
of going backstage. As they walked into the
room to meet Wynton Marsalis, he graciously
stepped away from his chess game with trom-
bone player Elliot Mason to talk to them. The
advice that he and Walter Blanding, saxophonist
and clarinetist, gave to aspiring musicians was
that practice and a strong passion are absolute
necessities to becoming a professional musician. 

Overall, the night was filled with infectious
music and memorable encounters, and is one
that the Tri-M members will not soon forget.

Tri-M Co-Presidents, Amina Toor and Robert Truglia, pictured with
Wynton Marsalis
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Backstage Pass: Stamford
Meets Wynton Marsalis!
Chapter 1139
Stamford High School, Stamford, CT
By Elize Huang, Historian

Tallulah Falls School Tri-M with their Tri-M booth.
Front row, left to right: Taina Lopez-Martinez,
Secretary; Okie Onokpevwe; Maribeth Collins.
Second row: Joanne B. Harwell, Advisor; Christian
Guthrie, President; Mariam Abdullah, Vice President;
Staci Han. Back row: Devin Pruchnicki, Won Woo
Jung, Aiah Yobah.
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Twin presidents of Roberts Tri-M make plans for
MIOSM.
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16th Notes
• Do you have an article or picture you would like to see in the next edition 
of the Tri-M News? Mail your submissions to Tri-M News at MENC head-
quarters, or e-mail Tri-MNews@menc.org. 

• Join the fun at the 2008 MENC Student Leadership Conference! The event
takes place on Saturday, April 12, 2008, during MENC’s National Conference,
and includes a cake and ice cream party to celebrate Tri-M’s 25th birthday,
seminars with “Dr. Tim” Lautzenheiser and MENC Collegiate Chair Jill
Sullivan, and student and professional performances. Visit www.menc.org/
conferences for more details and registration.

• Send your Tri-M scrapbook to MENC by April 30, 2008, for your chance 
to be the 2008 Chapter of the Year! Point evaluation forms are available at
www.menc.org/tri-m. Questions? Call 800-336-3768, ext. 334.

Cardinal Gibbons’ Battle of
the Bands Rocks for Ronald
Chapter 912
Cardinal Gibbons High School 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
By Alex Monzon, Vice President, and Zach Sollitto, Secretary

Supporting a worthwhile charity and listening to
great music seems like a win-win situation. In
September, Cardinal Gibbons Tri-M staged the 
first Battle of the Bands, which gave students the
opportunity to partake in both activities. The event
took place in the CGHS gym to raise money for the
Ronald McDonald House, an organization that
helps support families while their children are
receiving treatment in a nearby hospital. 

Eleven outstanding bands participated, and musical
styles ran the gamut from punk to reggae. The
nearly four hundred enthusiastic fans voted for
their top three bands, each of which received a
cash prize. At the Ronald McDonald Charities of
Fort Lauderdale Holiday of Lights Event, Tri-M
members presented to Ronald himself a check in
the amount of $1,450 from the Battle of the
Bands proceeds. Based on the event’s success and
the participants’ reactions, the Tri-M chapter plans
to make this an annual happening.

If you would like additional copies of this publication, e-mail Tri-MNews@menc.org or
call Student Programs at 800-336-3768, ext. 334

Cardinal Gibbons Tri-M members support the Ronald McDonald House in
their first Battle of the Bands event.
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From the National Chair
Dear Tri-M Friends,

With my term as chair coming to a close, I’d like to share what I’ve learned in
the last couple of years. 

After meeting and working with so many of the wonderful, gifted young 
people across the country, I can say without a doubt that this is truly a 
youth-rich country. My wish is that on the evening news we could shine the
light on some of you who work hard at school, home, and in the community.
These are the stories we need to hear—the songs of hope and pride. I have
always loved what Tri-M stands for. Thanks to all of you, I see what a differ-
ence this program makes not only in your own communities, but across the
nation and abroad. This is a global organization, and we need to start looking
at the world as a much smaller place. Everything we do that changes our
environment for the better is what we must strive for. We must learn mutual
understanding and pass it on.

Music is an international key. There is not a country in this world that does
not value the power of music. It has been on this earth since the beginning 
of time, from the simplest beating of a stick on a rock to the complicated
melodies we hear today. It has expressed great sorrow and even greater joy! 

Not everyone will be a world-famous musician, but you can all be great 
people. Get involved and stay involved.

I finish my last letter to you with this parting thought: I am so proud to be a
part of this organization that has allowed me the opportunity of seeing what
outstanding young adults we have worldwide. 

I have seen the future of our world—the future is you.  

Best wishes,

Colleen Smiley


