
Changing Strings on Your Harp 

1. Make two loops at one end of 
the string and put the smaller one 
through the larger. 

 
 
 

3. When the knot is nearly closed, 
insert a thicker string or finishing 
nail through the knot and continue 
tightening. 

 
 
 

5. Insert the knot vertically down 
the string hole. On some harps, 
reinsert the string peg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. With the smaller loop protruding 
through the larger, pull on both 
ends of the string to tighten the 
knot. 

 
 
 

 
4. Tighten the knot and clip off the 
excess string. 
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Changing Strings on Your Harp 
 

At The Neck 
 
 
1. Fish the string through the eye from 
the bottom up and then turn the peg 
clockwise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Guide the string towards the inside 
as you continue to turn. 

 

 
 
 

2. Position the string end so that it 
pinches itself after a half turn. 

 
 

 
 

 
4. You should reach the appropriate 
pitch at about 3 complete turns. Clip 
off excess string. 

 

From “Teaching the Mariachi Harp” by Sergio Alonso 
April 2007 MENC Mariachi Newsletter 


