MENC Letter to the Editor


May XX, 2010
To the editor,

Without question, our school district is now forced to make difficult decisions and we are having to devise new solutions to do more with a shrinking school budget. <INSERT CITE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE TITLE>  Despite greater demands to increase student achievement and improve student learning, teachers’ jobs continue to be prime targets for those budget chopping blocks, with music teachers often being the first sacrificed.

Across the nation, we see that arts education, and music education in particular, is a primary driver behind the innovation and improvement we seek from our classrooms.  Music education provides all students the skills and knowledge they need to succeed, both in school and in life.  Instead of sacrificing our music programs, now is the time to make the necessary investments so that every K-12 school has a licensed music teacher.

If we expect our schools to prepare today’s students for success tomorrow, we must ensure they have a comprehensive education that includes music education provided by exemplary music educators.  Without our music teachers, our children simply cannot achieve their full potential.

Sincerely,
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